Time out for patient safety.
"Time out for patient safety" is a simple and effective tool to improve communication among caregivers based on the use of critical language that has been effective in the perioperative setting, airline industry, and military. In the emergency department it is non threatening and focuses attention on safe patient care. "Time out for patient safety" complements the use of other standardized communication techniques such as SBAR in clinical situations in which immediate intervention is mandatory for patient safety.This communication tool was presented to the multidisciplinary staff and has been embedded in the Emergency Department's simulation program for newly graduated nurses. The concept was well received by the group.Future research is needed to address outcomes for effectiveness.